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Executive Summary 
In Fall 2017, SCIHO staff introduced the Switchyard Apartments project planned for new construction at 1901 S 

Rogers, Bloomington, to community stakeholders at seven meetings hosted by local organizations selected to 

prioritize reaching low-income households.  This was the first community engagement effort of several planned 

for each stage of the development process: design, location of site, development, and management of affordable 

housing. 

After discussing the Switchyard Apartments project, we invited participants at each meeting to complete a survey 

about their housing needs: a main survey, and an alternate survey for people with disabilities given to LIfeDesigns 

clients.   

Survey Distribution 

Group Date Attendance 

1. Broadview Learning Center Adult Education class  9/13/2017 8 

2. LifeDesigns clients 9/14/2017 11 

3. Mother Hubbard's Cupboard – Community lunch 9/19/2017 8 

4. Mother Hubbard's Cupboard – Advocacy Working Group  9/20/2017 8 

5. Monroe County Headstart (Policy Committee) 10/23/2017 12 

6. Broadview Neighborhood Association meeting 10/30/2017 6 

7. Section 8 voucher recipients (voucher briefing) 11/1/2017 6 

Total Attendance 59 

 

Demographic Data 

¶ Forty-nine percent of the main survey respondents were between 18 and 34 years old.  

¶ 27 percent of the main survey respondents were 55 and over.  

¶ Among surveys for people with disabilities, 47 percent were ages 18-34, while 40 percent were 55 and 

over.   

Current and Preferred Living Arrangements 

¶ Survey results indicate that 61 percent of main survey respondents currently live with a spouse or other 

family members, while 22 percent live alone.  

¶ Living arrangements for people with disabilities were more diverse, with 33 percent living alone, 27 

percent in a group home, 20 percent with relatives, 13 percent with roommates, and 7 percent with a 

caregiver. However, this population also indicated a strong preference to live independently if given the 

option. (According to conversations with LifeDesigns staff, affordable and accessible one-bedroom units 

are the highest demand for their clients.)  

¶ The majority of respondents currently live in Bloomington or Monroe County. The most popular places 

respondents would like to live are downtown Bloomington, south of downtown, and the east side of 

Bloomington. This makes the location of Switchyard Park a great fit for the demands of our survey 

respondents.  
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¶ The surveys indicate a fairly even split between renters and homeowners. Only 16 percent of the main 

survey respondents receive housing subsidies, while 29% of people with disabilities do. (Survey questions 

did not address eligibility or waitlists for housing subsidies.)  

 

Preferred Amenities 

¶ A community garden was one of the most popular features desired among respondents.   

¶ Also popular were an exercise room, community space, and a computer room. 

¶ The most desired accessibility features for both surveys were grab bars in the bathroom and easily 

operated door handles.  

 

Transportation 

¶ Most survey respondents they travel by car for work, school, and personal needs.  

¶ However, walking, biking, or taking the bus were also represented, the latter especially among people 

with disabilities. The location of Switchyard Apartments near the B-line bike and pedestrian trail and on a 

city bus line offers valuable multimodal choices for residents. 
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Survey Questions and Responses 

1. What is your current living arrangement? Check all that apply. 
Main Survey 

 

Survey for People with Disabilities 

 

  

22%

61%

15%

2%

Live by myself

Live with a relative or
relatives

Live with a roommate or
roommates

Homeless living temporarily
with someone else

33%

20%
13%

7%

27%

Live by myself

Live with a relative or
relatives

Live with a roommate or
roommates

Live with a caregiver

Live in a group home
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2. Whom would you prefer to live with? Check all that apply.  
(Question only on survey for people with disabilities) 

 

 

9

5

3

Prefer to live by myself Live with a roommate or
roommates

Live in a group home
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3. Where do you currently live? 
Main Survey 

 

Survey for People with Disabilities 

 

  

50%

40%

10%

City of Bloomington

Monroe County

Other

87%

6%
7%

City of Bloomington

Monroe County

Other
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4. Where would you prefer to live? Check all that apply. 
Main Survey 

 

Survey for People with Disabilities 
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5. What is your age? 
 

Main Survey 

 

Survey for People with Disabilities  

 

  

18-25
20%

25-34
29%

35-44
17%

45-54
7%

55-64
15%

65+
12%

18-25
27%

25-34
20%

35-44
6%

45-54
7%

55-64
20%

65+
20%
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6. Do you live in a house or condominium that you own or that someone you live with owns? 
Main Survey 

 

Survey for People with Disabilities 

 

  

46%
54%

Yes

No

53%
47% Yes

No
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7. Do live in a rental apartment or house?  
Main Survey 

 

Survey for People with Disabilities 

 

  

56%

44% Yes

No

46%
54%

Yes

No
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8. If so, are you receiving any housing subsidy?  
Examples of subsidies include Section 8, public housing and subsidized housing developments in which you 

pay a fixed percentage (such as 30%) of your income for rent.  

Main Survey 

 

Survey for People with Disabilities 

 

  

16%

84%

Yes

No

29%

71%

Yes

No
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9. What type of features and/or services would you like to have available at an apartment complex? 

Check all that apply. 
 

Main Survey 

 

Survey for People with Disabilities 
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1 1
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10. In addition to housing, please check any the support services listed below that you feel you 

would need to live more independently. 
 

(Question only on survey for people with disabilities) 

5

6 6

9 9 9 9 9

11
Assistance with personal care

Assistance with meal preparation

Someone always with me

Assistance with organizing daily
activities

Assistance getting to know a new
community or neighborhood

Assistance with housekeeping

Assistance with shopping

Someone available in case of
emergencies

Assistance with budgeting and bill
paying
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11. What accessibility features do you desire? Check all that apply. 
 

Main Survey 

 

Survey for People with Disabilities 
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12. How do you usually get around? Check all that apply. 
 

Main Survey 

 

Survey for People with Disabilities 
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13. Other comments or questions related to housing and affordability in Monroe County? 
 

Main Survey 

¶ I would put a small park in the community park for young kids (1-5 years old) 

¶ Part-time social worker on site, have you talked to Centerstone? 

¶ I use my car to get around because in order to afford rent I am forced to live pretty far out of 

town and far away from work, shopping, and child care 

¶ Would love the opportunity to share On My Way Pre-K opportunity with residents who meet 

income eligibility (127% FPL) and any opportunity for family engagement 

¶ There is limited housing for people that have messed up in the past financially and now have 

bad credit. However they are trying to do right and get back on track 

¶ Housing is so expensive in this community 

¶ We need more affordable housing in Monroe County 

¶ Great idea and mission 

¶ Section 8 website please with vacancies 

¶ I want the opportunity to grow plants and have a garden 

 

Survey for People with Disabilities 

¶ Easy access into shower, space to move around the bathroom, and maybe sinks that one can roll 

a wheelchair under 

¶ I like living by myself without a staff, in a house alone 

 

 


